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mortal   fear   of   him.    Chapuys   then   mentioned
that France had made a secret treaty with Sweden
and Denmark to obtain control of the North Sea,
and divert all the Anglo-German trade to France,
which Henry parried, by saying that Francis was
in league with the German Protestants, and, not-
withstanding the new decree of the Diet of Ratisbon,
could draw as many mercenary soldiers as he liked
from  the  Emperor's  vassals.   He  felt  sure   that
Francis would invade Flanders next spring; and
if he, Henry, had cared to marry a daughter of
France, as her father wished him to do, he might
have had a share  of his conquests.    This made
Chapuys angry, and he said that perhaps Holstein
and Cleves had also been offered shares.    Henry
then went on another tack, and said that he knew
quite well that Francis and Charles together in-
tended, if they could, to make war on England.
Considering, however, the   Emperor's   disaster   at
Algiers, and the state of Europe, he was astonished
that Charles had not tried to make a close friend-
ship with him.    Chapuys jumped at the hint, and
begged Henry to state his intentions,  that they
might  be   conveyed   to   the   Emperor.    But   the
King was not to be drawn too rapidly, and would
not say whether he was willing to form an alliance
with  the  Emperor  until some one with  full  and
special  powers was sent  to  him.    He  had  been
cheated too often and left in the lurch before, he
said.    "He  was   quite   independent.    If   people
wanted him they might come forward with offers/1
This sparring went on for hours on that day and
the next, interspersed with  little wrangles  about
the commercial  question,  and  innuendoes  as  to